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Claim 1 (canceled) 
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Claim 10 (currently amended): Tfee A face mask retaining system of Claim 9, 

2 wh e rein said harn e ss , compris^ing: 

a face mask; 

4 a hood a plurality of flanges configured as a head cover; 

a mounting band integral with t o e xt e nd around said hoodf and 
6 a plurality of orific e s within e ach of said plurality of flang e s configured 

to couple to said face mask and form a seal between said hood and said 
8 face mask; 

a head harness configured to hold said face mask against the face 
10 of a user; and 

coupling structur e of said mount band, and said coupling 
12 structur e of said at least one bracketT configured to couple said face mask 

to said integral mounting band, 
14 said integral mounting band comprising a plurality of spaced 

apart coupling structures configured to couple to said head hamess and to 
said at least one bracket, 

said at least one bracket being configured to couple to said 
coupling structures of said integral mounting band, 

said at least one bracket comprising a coupling structure 
configured to couple to said head hamess, 

said head hamess comprising a plurality of flanges configured to 
extend around said hood, and a plurality of orifices within each of said 



18 



20 
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flanges configured to couple to said coupling structures of said integral 
24 mounting band and said coupling structure of said at least one bracket. 



Claim 11 (currently amended): A face mask retaining system^ 
2 of Claim 10, wh e r e in mor e than on e of said comprising: 

a face mask; 

4 a hood configured as a head cover; 

a mounting band integral with said hood and configured to couple 
6 to said face mask and form a seal between said hood and said face mask; 

a head harness configured to hold said face mask against the face 
8 of a user; and 

at least one bracket configured to couple said face mask to said 
10 integral mounting band, 

said integral mounting band comprising a plurality of spaced 
12 apart coupling structures configured to couple to said head harness and to 

said at least one bracket, 
14 said at least one bracket being configured to couple to said 

coupling structures of said integral mounting band, 
16 said at least one bracket comprising a coupling structure 

configured to couple to said head harness, 
18 said head harness comprising a plurality of flanges configured to extend around said 
hood, and a p lurality of orifices within each of said flanges configured to couple 
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20 to said coupling structures of said integral mounting band and said coupling 

structure of said at least one bracket, wherein more than one of said plurality of 
22 orifices is adapted to m ay couple to each of said coupling structures. 

Claim 12 (canceled) 

Claim 13 (canceled) 

Claim 14 (canceled) 

Claim 15 (canceled) 

Claim 16 (canceled) 

Claim 17 (canceled) 

Claim 18 (canceled) 

Claim 19 (canceled) 

Claim 20 (currently amended): A face mask retaining ¥ he system of Claim 12 , 
2 wherein said harn e ss comprisesing: 
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a face mask; 

4 a hood configured as a head cover; 

a mounting band integral with said hood and configured to couple 
6 to said face mask and form a seal between said hood and said face mask; 

a head harness configured to couple to said face mask and to said 
8 integral mounting band; and 

at least one bracket configured to couple said face mask to said 
10 integral mounting band, said at least one bracket comprising a coupling 

structure configured to couple to said head harness, 
12 said integral mounting band comprising a plurality of spaced 

apart coupling structures configured to couple to said head hamess and to 
14 said at least one bracket, 

said head hamess comprising a plurality of flanges configured to 
16 extend around said hoodt, and a plurality of orifices within each of said 

plurality of flanges configured to couple to said coupling structure of said 
18 integral mounting band^ and said coupling structure of said at least one 

bracket. 

Claim 21 (currently amended): A r e taining system for retaining a mask over the 
face of a user , comprising: 

at least one mounting banda -mask; 



20 
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4 a hood with a substantially tubular end adapted to receive and 

hold said at least one mounting ban d configured to cov e r a h e ad of a us e r; 
6 a mount band configured to coupl e to said mask and said hood, 

and to form a seal b e tw ee n said hood and said mask ; 
8 a harness adapted to fit over said hood, said hamess c onfigured 

forte coupleing to said at least one m ask and said mounting band; and 
10 at least one bracket adapted to engage said hamess and securely 

configured to couple the t o said mask and to said at least one m ounting 
12 brack e t b and when said at least one mounting band is being held by said 

hood. 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The system of Claun 21, wherein said hood is 
2 configur e d to receiv e and to secur e sad at least one mounting band is equipped 

with a plurality of mounting studs . 

Claim 23 (currently amended): The system of Claim 2[1]2, wherein said at least 
2 one bracket is adapted to engage at least one of said h ood is coupl e d to itself in a 

loop lik e configuration to r e c e iv e and s e cure said mounting studsband. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The system of Claim 2i2, wherein said mount 
2 band compris e s a plurality of spaced apart coupling s tmctures configur e d to 
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coupl e to said harn e ss and to said at l e ast on e brack e t substantially tubular end 
4 of said hood is provided with a plurality of orifices. 



Claim 25 (currently amended): The system of Claim 244, wherein said at l e ast on e 
2 brack e t is configur e d to couple to said coupling structure of said moun ting studs 

are adapted to extend through said orifices band. 

Claim 26 (currently amended): The system of Claim 244^ wherein^-said at least 
2 one of said orifices is adapted to receive said at least one mounting band bracket 

comprises a coupling structur e configur e d to coupl e to said harness . 



Claim 27 (currently amended): A %e system for retaining a mask over the face of 
2 a user, of Claim 21, wh e rein said harn e ss comprisesing: 

at least one mounting band; 
4 a hood with a substantially tubular end adapted to receive and 

hold said at least one mounting band; 
6 a hamess adapted to fit over said hood, said harness including a 

plurality of flanges adapted for configured to e xt e nd around said hood; 
8 and 

a plurality of orific e s within e ach of said plurality of flang e s 
10 configur e d to coupleing to said at least one coupling structur e of said 

mounting bandj^ and said coupling structure of said 
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12 at least one bracket adapted to engage at least one of said flanges 

and securely couple the mask to said at least one mounting band when 
14 said at least one mounting band is being held by said hood . 

Claim 28 (currently amended): Tlie A mask r e taining system of claim 27 , 
2 comprising: 

a ma s k; 

4 a mount band with a plurality of spac e d apart coupling structur e s, 

configur e d to coupl e to said mask; 
6 a hood configured to cov e r a h e ad of a us e r, and to r e ceiv e and 

s e cur e said mount band; 
8 a harn e ss configured with a plurality of ' flang e s and orific e s, 

configur e d to couple to said mask and said mount band; and wherein said 
10 at least one bracket is equipped with at least one harness configur e d to 

coupl e to said ma s k and to s aid moun ting stud hmi. 

Claim 29 (currently amended): The system of Claim 28, wherein at least one of 
2 said flanges is equipped with a plurality of s aid hood i s coupl e d to itself in a 

loop lik e configuration to r e c e ive and s e cur e s aid moimt band, and includ e s 
4 orifices to allow s aid coupling structur e s of said moimt band to pass 

th e rethrough . 

6 
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Claim 30 (currently amended): The system of Claim 28, wherein said at least one 

2 brack e t i s configur e d to coupl e to said coupling structur e of s aid harness 

mounting band -stud is adapted to engage at least one of said orifices . 

Claims 31 (canceled) 

Claims 32 (canceled) 

Claims 33 (canceled) 

Claims 34 (canceled) 

Claims 35 (canceled) 

Claims 36 (canceled) 

Claim 37 (new): A system for retaining a mask over the face of a user, 
2 comprising: 

a first strap; 

4 a second strap adapted to be clamped to said first strap, each of 

said first and second straps being equipped with a plurality of mounting 
6 studs; 
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a hood with a substantially tubular end adapted to receive and 
8 hold said first and second straps, said substantially tubular end being 

provided witti a plurality of orifices, said mounting studs adapted to 
10 extend through said orifices; 

a harness adapted to fit over said hood, said harness including at 
12 least one flange adapted to be engaged by at least one of said mounting 

studs; and 

14 at least one bracket configured to engage said at least one flange 

and securely couple the mask to at least one of said mounting studs when 

16 said clamped first and second straps are being held by said substantially 

tubular end of said hood. 

Claim 38 (new): The system of claim 37, wherein said at least one flange is 
2 equipped with a plurality of orifices. 

Claim 39 (new): The system of claim 38, wherein said at least one bracket is 
2 equipped with at least one harness mounting stud. 

Claim 40 (new): The system of claim 39, wherein said at least one harness 
2 mounting stud is adapted to engage at least one of said flange orifices. 
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